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DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE STAFF REPORT 

  

Site:     59 Linden Avenue - Barn 
Case:      HPC 2019.062 
Applicant Name:   Fan Wang 
Date of Application:   August 21, 2019 
Recommendation: Significant  
Hearing Date:    September 17, 2019 
 

 

I. Historical Association  

Historical Context: The house and barn at 59 
Linden Avenue were constructed between 
1884 and 1895. The property was owned by 
Wilbur P. Rice, a noted property developer 
who did not live at his address. See attached 
obituary. Residents of the building had a 
range of jobs from confectionary to photo 
engraver, furniture mover to janitor. Due to a 
foreclosure, the deed research came to a stop 
in 1936 with the bank sale to James and 
Margaret Fallon, originally of Irish descent. 
See attached research table. 

Architectural Description:  The barn is a side 
gable structure with wood doors, vinyl siding, 
asphalt shingle siding and an asphalt roof. The 
building may have been enlarged toward the left lot line probably to accommodate a longer 
vehicle or used as a chicken coop. No building permits were found for this alteration. There is a 
pedestrian door and window on the house side of the building and a hay loft/window toward the 
rear property line. Interior investigation would be necessary to clearly evaluate the building for 
structural changes and interpretation. 

The house is constructed in a simple Queen Anne style. 
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Summary: The barn at 59 Linden Avenue is located behind the house and not visible from the 
street. Architecturally, the building has little distinction. Siding materials have been altered and 
the side of the building has been extended. See attached photos. 

Findings on Historical Association 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next section. 

(a)  In accordance with the historic information obtained from Findings on Historical 
Association, which utilizes historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit 
research, and through an examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as 
Somerville Past and Present, Staff do not find 59 Linden Avenue to be importantly associated 
with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, political, 
economic or social history of the City or the Commonwealth.   

The subject building is not found importantly associated with one or more historic persons or 
events. While the land was probably developed by Wilbur P. Rice, he is known to have built 
many hundred homes in Somerville. It is associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due its construction type and use. Barns and stable were 
necessary adjuncts to the pre-automotive era. 

 

II. Historical and Architectural Significance 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder 
of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). 

The period of significance for the 59 Linden Avenue house and barn begins with its construction 
circa 1895. 

Integrity 

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey 
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the 
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification 
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property 
to convey significance.  

a. Location:  The building has not been moved. It is located one house in from Summer 
Street on Linden Avenue, a quiet neighborhood street. The barn is located at the back of 
the lot behind the house against the hill. 

b. Design:  The building barn is a simple gabled rectangle with low side addition. 

c. Materials:  The building is constructed with wood. Siding materials are varied. They 
include plywood, board, brick patterned asphalt, and vinyl.  

d. Alterations:  The siding, doors and windows have been altered. The low side extension of 
the building may or may not be an alteration. 

Evaluation of Integrity:  Despite the alterations to the building, the barn retains integrity of 
form and massing.  

Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance 
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For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous 
section.  

(b)  In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect 
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as 
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff find 59 Linden 
Avenue barn historically or architecturally significant.   

The subject barn at 59 Linden Avenue is found historically and architecturally significant due to 
its method of building construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. 

 

 

III. Recommendation 

 

Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit 
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires 
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance, 
conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance.  This report may be 
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional 
information provided to Staff or through further research. 

For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National 
Register or (B) at least 50 years old. 

(A)  The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National 
Register. 

      OR 

(B)  The structure, circa 1895, is at least 50 years old. 

AND 

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either 
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant.   

(a)  In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic 
maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through an 
examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend that 
the Historic Preservation Commission do NOT find 59 Linden Avenue - barn 
importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, but do find the 
barn associated with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the City or the Commonwealth.   

The barn at 59 Linden Avenue is not found importantly associated with one or more historic 
persons or events. While the land was probably developed by Wilbur P. Rice, he is known to have 
built many hundred homes in Somerville. It is associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due its construction type and use. Barns and stable were 
necessary adjuncts to the pre-automotive era. 
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      OR 

(b)  In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed 
architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, 
as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff recommend that the 
Historic Preservation Commission find 59 Linden Avenue barn historically and 
architecturally significant.   

The subject barn at 59 Linden Avenue is found historically and architecturally significant due to 
its method of building construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. 
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1874 Hopkins Atlas Plate 13 

1895 Bromley Plate 16 
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59 Linden Avenue Dwight E. Carr Confectioner 1890 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Dwight E. Carr Confectioner, Boston 1892 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue O Wilbur P. Rice 1895 Bromley Atlas Plate 16
59 Linden Avenue Herbert L. Jones Confectionary 1895 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue George E. Richards Bookkeeper 1895 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Herbert L. Jones Confectionary 1897 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue George H. Richards Bookkeeper 1897 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Herbert L. Jones Confectionary 1898 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Charles Howard Brakeman 1899 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue O W. P. Rice 1900 Stadly Atlas Plate 16
59 Linden Avenue Michael J. Leahy Milkman 1901 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Michael J. Leahy Milkman 1902 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Michael Leahy 1903 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1905 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1906 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1906 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1907 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1909 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1909 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1910 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1910 City Directory

240/760 59 Linden Avenue Rhoda M. Barnard (mother) 80 Vermont 1910 US Census
240/760 59 Linden Avenue Kate Barnard (wife) 56 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
240/760 59 Linden Avenue Alice M. Barnard (sister) 50 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
240/760 59 Linden Avenue O William G. Barnard (head) 47 Photo Engraver Massachusetts 1910 US Census

59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1911 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1912 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1912 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1913 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue William G. Bernard Photo Engraver, Boston 1914 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Rhoda A. M. Barnard Widow of Albert F. Barnard 1914 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John H. Ford Painter 1916 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Edward J. Ford Driver 1916 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Mrs. Elizabeth Ford 1918 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John H. Ford Painter 1918 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John H. Ford Painter 1919 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Lucy Ford Bookbinder 1920 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John H. Ford Painter 1920 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Elizabeth Ford 1920 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Edward Ford Furniture Mover 1920 City Directory

27/53 59 Linden Avenue O Elizabeth A. Ford (head) 75 Ireland 1920 US Census
27/53 59 Linden Avenue Lucy J. Ford (sister) 72 Ireland 1920 US Census
27/53 59 Linden Avenue John H. Ford (brother) 59 Ireland 1920 US Census
27/53 59 Linden Avenue Edward J. Ford (brother) 57 Ireland 1920 US Census
27/53 59 Linden Avenue John Miller (grand-nephew) 13 Massachusetts 1920 US Census
27/53 59 Linden Avenue Harold F. Miller (grand-nephew 11 Massachusetts 1920 US Census

59 Linden Avenue Lucy Ford 1924 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John Ford Painter 1924 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Edward Ford Janitor 1924 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John Ford Painter 1925 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Edward Ford Janitor 1925 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue John Ford Painter 1927 City Directory

O Bernasconi 1927-2-660 Building Permit Enlarge pantry in rear
59 Linden Avenue Mary Bernasconi Wife of Edward Bernasconi 1929 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Marie Bernasconi Wife of Aduiado Bernasconi 1929 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Joseph E Caselli Buss Boy 1929 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Aduiado Bernasconi Mason 1929 City Directory

235/419 59 Linden Avenue O Edward R. Bernasconi (head) 45 Mason Italy 1909 1930 US Census
235/419 59 Linden Avenue Mary Bernasconi (wife) 44 Italy 1906 1930 US Census
235/419 59 Linden Avenue Joseph M. Castelle (stepson) 19 Busboy, Hotel Massachusetts 1930 US Census
235/419 59 Linden Avenue Michael A. Castelle (stepson) 13 Massachusetts 1930 US Census

59 Linden Avenue Mary Bernasconi Wife of Edward Bernasconi 1933 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Joseph E Caselli Buss Boy 1933 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue Edward Bernasconi Mason 1933 City Directory
59 Linden Avenue O James Fallon & Margaret Fallon 1936 Deed f6047/350 from Cambridge Savings Bank

312 59 Linden Avenue O James Follon (head) 45 Glycerine Maker, Soap FactIrish Free State 1940 US Census
312 59 Linden Avenue Margaret M. Follon (wife) 43 Irish Free State 1940 US Census
312 59 Linden Avenue James Follon Junior (son) 10 Massachusetts 1940 US Census
312 59 Linden Avenue John F. Follon (son) 9 Massachusetts 1940 US Census
312 59 Linden Avenue Francis Follon (son) 5 Massachusetts 1940 US Census

59 Linden Avenue O Michael J. Colbert & Mary J. Colbert 1974 Deed 12666/45 from estate of Margaret M. Fallon

59 Linden Avenue O Fan Wang & Marc Wagner 2019 Deed 73137/47 from estate of Michael J. Colbert
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CANDIDATES QUESTIONED.
Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Oct 19, 1909; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
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